ANNEX 2

Children’s Centres in Oxfordshire

Summary of the Consultation Findings on Phase 3 Proposals for Children’s Centres Development in Oxfordshire

Introduction

Phase 3 of the Children’s Centres Development in Oxfordshire started in October 2007 in response to the DSCF announcement of the funding and targets for children's centre development 2008-11.

How did we consult?

Consultation on the Phase 3 proposals took the form of:

1. Public consultation meetings. 11 meetings held attended by a total of 127 people

2. Focus groups. 4 groups held with health visitors attended by a total of 17 parents/carers of children under 5

3. Self completion questionnaires (on-line and paper) for Parents & Carers and an Expression of Interest questionnaire for stakeholder organisations and providers.
In total 470 replies were received from parents and carers of children under 5 and 118 questionnaires were received from professionals and stakeholder organisations.
Headline Results

This report provides information on the headline findings only.

Expressions of Interest (Stakeholder’s Questionnaire)

· We received 118 replies from stakeholders. 

·  Stakeholders expressed interest in involvement in all geographical areas. Highest level of interest Area 17 Longworth, Stanford, Kingston Bagpuize/Southmoor. Lowest level of interest Area10 Wheatley, Great Milton, Forest Hill & Holton, Garsington.

· There was a good response from stakeholders wanting to be involved in children’s centres. With 32% interested in managing a children’s centre and up to 78% wishing to be consulted about the development. 87% of stakeholders asked to be sent regular updates and information on progress. 

· Responders suggested a number of suitable locations for children’s centres including Community Centres, Schools, Village Halls & Health Centres. Schools & Pre-schools being the most popular choice.

· 62.9% of responders believed it was beneficial to have a management committee that covers a number of children’s centres. 19.8% didn’t know, 10.3% said it was not beneficial and 7% didn’t respond to the question.

· Asked if it would be beneficial to extend the area covered by existing children’s centres we had the following responses: 

In Bicester and Abingdon, 2 areas where this was of particular relevance the responses were:

Bicester 1 – Yes 55.6%, No 11.1%, Don’t Know 22.2%, No Response 11.1%. 
Bicester 2 – Yes 50%, No 0%, Don’t Know 50%. 

Abingdon 14 – Yes 55.6%, No 11.1%, Don’t Know 33.3%. 

The overall generic response to this question was Yes 40.5%, No 15.5%, Don’t Know 29.3%, No Response 14.7%.

· 62% thought the extension of the Rural/Playbus projects a good idea.

Parents & Carers Questionnaire (including focus groups)

· We received 470 replies from parents & carers and 17 people attended a focus group.
· Services currently most used are School & Pre-school (80%) and Health Centres (56%). 
· Most Parents & Carers thought children’s centres were best attached to schools and pre-schools in particular. Other venues suggested include Churches, Village Halls, Health Centres & Community Centres. 3 of the 4 focus groups mentioned Health Centres as possible venues and one group mentioned supermarkets and garden centres.
· Over 50% of Parents & Carers said they would like to see the following services in children’s centres: Health Visitor, Information on childcare/early education, Tips on parenting, Self-help groups e.g. parent run toy library, Information on child development, Informal drop ins & play, Family activities, Courses for adults & families. Focus groups also mentioned groups open in school holidays and outside school hours. 
· In response to whether people would like to get involved in their local children's centre, 75% of responders said they would like to be kept informed about developments in their area and 31% were wiling to tell people about children’s centres. Participants in 2 of the 4 focus groups mentioned that they had skills they thought would be useful in a children's centre. 
Key issues and responses

1. Concerns were raised by some respondees who thought that children's centres would be creating new childcare and early education places which may result in overprovision in some areas. 

We have made clear that these are graduated centres and do not have childcare as part of the core offer.

2. Concerns were expressed about transport difficulties in rural areas and the need to ensure that centres were in the right localities. 

Outreach is a core service and centres developing in rural areas will include the needs of isolated rural families in their planning.

Where needed, further analysis will be done before decisions about the exact location of the centre are made. Centres in rural areas will be delivering some services in more than one location.

